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THE EDUGATION OF FREEDMEN. 


Mecting at the Opera-House Last 
Evening... 


| Hfow the Colored ‘People Are to be 
Vaught. 


In pursuance of previeus and liberal announce- 
| ment, a mass meeting composed of 82 people crowd- 
ed into the narrow limits of Crosby's opera-house last ; 
evening to listen to able addresses on the subject 
of freedmen’s education. The outpouring of such 
numbers on a fine evening, when ene considers the 
counter-attraction offered by a display of Helen 
Western at McVicker’s, spoke eloquently for the 
magnanimity and philanthropy of our citizens. Ex- 
tensive preparations had been made forthe occasion 
by the managing committee. Every scat was pro- 
vided with a blank card, and op these the occupant 
was expected to put down a gum In accordance with 
his purse and the interest he took in the cause of 
freedmen’s education. 

After all present had been seated, and comparative 
quict was restored, the meeting was openec with 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. Chase. The presiding off- 
cer, Rey. R. W. Patterson, then announced that 
Judge Ruseell, of Boston, who was advertised to 
address the meeting, was like several thousand of 
other people, for whom accommodations might be 
found, necessarily absent. In place. thereof, he 
_ would therefore introduce Mr. McKinn, of Detroit. 

This gentleman promised to weary his audience 
for the space of only a few minates, and continued 
to speak for something like an hour. He informed 
his many histenere—eighty-two human souls,ali told— 
that the movement he took the liberty of advocating 
was One ofeducation. With universal suffrage, the 
negro should have the right of universal education. 
Education, in the speaker's estimation, was a great 
boon, He was born ina section where they spelt 
cabbage With a*"k,”” and none but those who had 
been thus afflicted could appreciate the advantages 
of spelling it properly, Asa teacherin the freed- 
men’s schools, he had learned how the black ideas 
were taught to shoot in southern climes. Each 
young American citizen was first taught the big 
posters on the school wall. They contained such 
informetion as “ God is love’; “ Thou shalt not 
steal”; “*Make no noise’; *‘ Wash thy face”; 
** Keep thy hands clean,"’ otc. Such instruction had 
done in¢alculabic good. As one instance of 
progression, he cited that formerly all members of a 
family would eat out of a common vessel, sometimes 
with the fingers, and that now each member had a 
spoon. With such useful information, the speaker 
whiled away a pleasant hour. 

The next and last speaker introduced to an andi- 
ence now perceptibly diminished, was the Rev. Ly- 
man Abbott. ‘This gentleman wears squeaking 
patent leather boots, is apparently very carnest in 
the work of collecting money for the freedmen, and, 
above all, holas the responsible position of general 
secretary of the commission. This gentleman's 
efiort was chiefly noticcable for its many and strong- 
ly pronounced r’s. It was, however, a well studied 
speech, and produced a marked effect. There were 


nearly a dozen people in the opera-house when he | 


clused, and upon these the chairman pronounced a 
solemn benediction, after which the aan 
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In the _ of er last $3364 
were received from. ‘itera by the 
Missiona Association. for its work among 
rm. Ey We are glad to report. this | 
increased contribution to this cause.’ We 
have received this week, also, from A: C. 
Nichols, as ‘the contribution of the united 
Congregational churches on ‘Thankagiring 
Day, $118.75 in gold, » 

We shall ‘be glad to deoeur doestied and 
benevolent individuals giving more ‘and’ 
more liberally to this cause, The Ameri-_ 
can Missionary Association, is the only So- 
ciety which, without, being) denéminational, | 
is devoting itself to the religious as well as 
secular education of “the fré 

At its annual meeting it ny determined 
to attempt to raise $400,000. fo on these ob- 
jects, Thi association has.very, great .ad- 
vantages in.eanducting its work, being the 
pioneer organization in ‘this field, and 1 hae 
ing thus a large expérience, the sympathy 
of the Government, and a ready command 
of all facilities for. efficient; labor. 

Calls for increased labor are clamorous. 
If the Sooiety had the money, it could now 
buy at great advantage the government 
buildings for its school purposes. $100,000 
evpended in this way, now. would be worth 
$300,000 in a year’a:times!) fo 

The subscriber hasbeen tequested to do’ 
what he can to'¢all ‘publid attention to thig' 
cause in this State,, . All. ‘sums contributed 

be forwarded, immediately to. W. E. 
Whitiog, 53 Jobn,: Street, New York.” If 
more convenient for any, these'contributions 
may be left at The’ Pacrerd ‘office, and will 
be sent to the céntral office of on 


tion without any expense of agency 
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\ American Missienary Asseciatien: 
29, Lombard Block; 


A CARD § 5) 

i debe thé: doldted schdol ‘ab Bry 
started in this town, both it, and its). 
teacher have received at the hands of a 
large class of the citizens, the most fia- 


grant and heartless abuse. For no other | 
object than thé breaking up of the schiool, 
the teacher has been almost daily insult- 
ed and made the object of all the wan 
ton and beartless qetumsles that hatred 
LA ee eek could invent. A con- 
~ and systematic persecution has 
been waged against. a defenseless woman, 
who has injured and sought to injure no 
one, for the sole reason that she is the 
jteubber of the colored school. * — 
‘This week be few slander. fas been 
started, one 80 outrageous and inde- 
cent a J saul that J will say only this 
in regard to it, that the slander has been 
hunted tu its home, and the base .ic is 
| fastened where it belongs. As my name 
is connected with it, | here pronounce it 
8 wilful, malicious, and slanderous false- 
» Without the shadow of a founda- 
tion in tyuth, and that the refutation 
may be as broad and publié as the slan 
der, a suit has this day beem-brought 
against one of the principal parties to 
it, and it will be left to the Cirenit Court 
of this county to develop the facts in the 
case. ~ E. B. PARK. 
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CHICAGO, July 15th, 1867. 


REVEREND AND DEAR BROTHER: 

We enclose with this the basis upon which the ADVANCE 
COMPANY has been organized. It can scarcely be necessary to enter upon are- 
statement of the special considerations which have simultaneously moved hundreds of 
pastors, especially pastors in the West, to entreat for a truly national journal, controll- 
ed in the interest of the Congregational Churches ; A LEADER of the ADVANCE Column 
of Christian Progress. Reference to the Recommendation attached to the Constitution 
will indicate the agreement of representative views in this city. The emphatic action 
of the Triennial Convention in April, and of various State Associations since, abroad, 
preceded this definite movement, and abundantly authorized it. 

This note is designed to call your attention tothe thoroughly Congregational form 
of our organization. The ownership of a paper is the control of a paper. Only owners can 
control. We have set out to makea paper for the Congregationalists of the United 
States, especially for the Western Churches, whose interests could never find a fair 
hearing in the far East. 

We offer these Churches the opportunity to own this paper, and by owning, to control it. 

The necessary cash capital could be provided without going outsidethiscity. Sagac- 
ious capitalists are ready to venture the money. We have allotted one-half the shares 
to the Churches here, to indicate our own confidence in the enterprise, and to lay down 
substantial foundations for a generous superstructure. These shares—representing 
#25,000—are all taken. There are 20 shares remaining. These we desire to distribute 
as widely as possible. Every share casts a vote at least once a year. The votes of the 
shareholders annually elect the editor-in-chief and the Board of Directors, who must 
annually acconnt for their stewardship, and submit tothe criticism of the owNERs of 
the paper. Every shareholder has an equal RIGUT to an opinion concerning the man- 
agement of the common estate, and having an opinion, has a RIGHT to expressit. We 
have no expectation of pleasing all, but we sincerely desire to be counseled by all, that 
we may not through ignorance do wrong to any. 

This circular will go to a thousand pastors. There are but 250 shares remaining, 
which will allow but one share to each of 250 churches. The first proposals received for 
these 250 shares will be accepted and registered. The necessary amount may be taken 
by asingle person, or may be made up by several; the stock to be registered in the 
name of one—perhaps in that of the pastor. 

It will oblige us if responses are made upon the blank torm enclosed. The publica- 
tion will commence the first week in September. Lists of subscribers may be made up 
at once. The subscription price will be $2.50 per annum, payable in advance. We con- 
fidently rely upon the prompt and active cooperation of pastors, who may render most 
valuable aid by bringing the enterprise promptly to the favorable notice of their re- 
spective churches, and by securing and forwarding us names and money. 

Address *‘ THE ADVANCE,” P. O. Drawer, 6874. Remittances by bank draft or post- 
office money order may be made at ourrisk. Currency remittances are at the risk of 
the senders. 

Give us your hearty cooperation, dear brother, and we will together make a paper 
creditable to the Churches, loyal to the Master, and a power that shall be felt in every 
part of the land. - 

Fraternally, 


8. B. GOOKINS, of Gookins & Roberts. 

T. L. MILLER, General Insurance Agency. 

C. M. CADY, of Root & Cady. 

H. Z. CULVER, of Culver, Page & Hoyne. 

J. W. BUTLER, of Laflin Butler & Co. 

J. E. ROY, of the A. H. M. Society. “ \ 
J. R. SHIPHERD, of the Am, Miss. Association. 


DIRECTORS. 


¢° : ed “YAR : 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO SHARES IN 
Ghe Abtance Gompany. 


To be written on thia leaf and mailed promptly to Jacop R. Suipuerp, 29, Lombard 
Block, Chicago. 
—— —---@eo- ——— 
The Secretary of THE ApvaNcE COMPANY will please register the following sub- 
sgriptions to the shares of the Company, subject to the specifications in the published 
*" Constitution” of the Company. 


Names. No. of Shares. 
' 
ele ah Bhasdwnba | sv cnccecs de ccodbbeSuces ceaul ta ds « | 
2. 
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| 
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_ ee 
The post-office address of subscribers (unless otherwise specified) isat .. ... .... 
On behalf of the Subscribers, 
ee ee. cow bi oon (dds baat a 


HE ADVANCE fOMPANY, 


Orrice OF THE SECRETARY, 


28, Lombard Block, 


CHICAGO,........ 


The Directors will meet at this Office, 


o'clock, 


By Order, 


Secretary. 


1. The subscribers to these articles agree to form a joint Stock Company for the pub- 
lication of a Weekly Newspaper in the City of Chicago, to be called THE ADVANCE, 
and to take the number of shares by us respectfully designated below, payment for 
which shall be made as follows, to wit: Twenty-five per cent. on June 15th, 1867, or at 
the date of organization; twenty-five per cent. in four months thereafter; t wenty-five 
per cent. in eight months, and twenty-five per cent. in twelve months; and all stock 
may be forfeited to the Company, on which any of the aforesaid installments shall re- 
main unpaid ten days after notice, by a vote to that effect of the Directors. 

2. The Company shall be incorporated under the general laws of the State of Illinois, 
by the name of THE ADVANCE COMPANY, till an act of incorporation ean be ob- 
tained from the Legislature. 

8. The Capital Stock of the Company shall be fifty thousand dollars, to be divided 
into five hundred shares of one hundred dollars each. 

4. The paper shall be of the size and general style of the Evangelist, published at 
New York, and shall defend the Evangelical Doctrines and Scriptural Policy of the 
Congregational Churches. 

5. The Company at its annual meeting, shall elect a Board of Directors, seven in 
number, who shall be members in good standing of orthodox Congregational Churches; 
shall have entire control of the property and financial business of the Company, suh- 
ject to the instructions ofthe Co:npany, with power to make all usual and necessary by - 
laws, but with no power to contract debt exceeding the paid up capital. 

6. An Editor-in-Chief shall! also be elected by the Company at the annual meeting, 
who shall be a member in good standing of an orthodox Congregational Church, shall 
have exclusive control of the contents of the paper, and shall nominate to the Board of 
Directors all his subordinates. In case of his failure to carry out the object ofthe paper 
as described in article 4, he may be removed from office by the Stockholders, at a special 
meeting, called pursuant to provisions in article T. 

7. The annual meeting of the Company shall be held in the City of Chicago, on the 
second Thursday of June, of which due notice shall be given in the manner prescribed 
by law; and special meetings may be called by the Board of Directors at their discretion, 
and shall be called in all cases at the written request of holders of stock to the amount 
of one hundred shares. 

8. These articles of association shall not go into effect till twenty-five thousand 
dollars of the capital shall have been subscribed. a 

9. No holder of shares of Stock in this Company shall sell any portion theréof to any 
other than an existing Stockholder, without first offering it for three days to’ the Com- 
pany at the market value. + & ; 

10. This Constitution may be altered by a two-thirds vote of the whole Stock, at any 
annual meeting. 


RECOMMENDATION, 


The undersigned, learning that it is proposed to publish, at Chicago, a Congregational 
newspaper, on a pecuniary basis of at least twenty-five thousand dollars, with an Editor- 


in-chief, who shall be a member of an Orthodox Congregational Church, and with a 
Board of Directors similarly qualified, hereby express their approval of the plan, and 
their readiness to co-operate in sustaining such a paper. 

(Signed, ) 


F. W. FISK, , Professor in Chicago Theological Seminary. 
JOSEPH HAVEN, “ " " e 

WM. W.PATTON, Pastor of First Congregational Church. 
LEWIS E. MATSON, “ Plymouth “ 

W.B. WRIGHT, ‘ South “ 

Cc. D, HELMER, " Union Park *' 

J. W. HEALEY, " Tabernacle ‘* 

Cc. B. THOMAS, " Salem : 

JACOB R. SHIPHERD, Secretary Am. Miss. Association. 
G. 8. F. SAVAGE, Am. Tract Society. 
JOS. E. ROY, District me Am. ITome Miss. Society. 
H. L. HAMMOND, Agent Chicago Theo. Sieminary. 

S. J. HUMPHREY, Dis. Sec. Am. Board C. F. M. 


, ~? See, 
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NEW NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PAPER. 


A national religious newspaper, to be called *‘ THe Ap- 
vaxce”’ will be published weekly, from the first of Septem- 
ber onward, in the city of Chicago. It will represent Con- 
gregational principles and polity, but will be conducted in 
a spirit of courtesy and fraternity towards all Christians. 
The form will be what is popularly termed a double sheet of 
eight pages, of the size and style of the N. Y. Zvangeliat. 
The pecuniary basis is an ample capital furnished by lead- 
ing business men and others, to be expended in the estab- 
lishment and improvement of the paper, which is intended 
to be second to none in the country, in its literary and re- 
ligious character. The purpose of its projectors is ind'cat- 
edin the name: their aim Being to apvance the cause of 
evangelical religion, in its relations not only to doctrine, 
worship and ecclesiastical polity, but also to philosophy, sci- 
ence, literature, politics, business, amusements, art, mor- 
als, philanthropy and whatever elze conduces to the glory of 
God and the good cf man byits bearing upon Christian 
civilization. No expense has been spared in providing for 
its editorial management in all departments, while arrange- 
ments are in progress to secure the ablest contributors and 
correspondents at home and abroad. The city of Chicago 
has been selected as the place of publication, because of its 
metropolitan position in the section of the country especially 
demandinz sucha paper, and the fact that it is nearly the 
centre of national population,~and in a very few years will 
be the ecclesiastical centre. of the Congregational churches. 
Issued at the interior commercial metropolis, THE ADVANCE 
will contain the latest market reports, and able discussions 
of financial subjects, such, as will make it a necessity to 
business men in all parts of the country. The editor-in- 
chief will be, Rev. Wm. W. Patton, D. D., who resigns the 
pastorate of the leading church of the d@honimation at the 
West for this purpose, and who has had many years experi- 
ence’ in editorial labor. The substription price will be 
$2.50 in advance. Advertising rates made known on ap- 
plication. Address “Tae Apvayce Company,” P.O. Draw- 
er 6874, Chicago, Ill. 
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~ To the Superintendent of 


Sec’ s. 


Bar Broth ?, 

We wish ta interest your 3 

"De: great and good. warh, and therefore enul/ your” 

atlentian’ to the sbpained (proposal , carnestly topung 

: tt all meet with your approval, and that yee well 
| bung tL to the allentian of your achoal, , 


If any Sabbath school will pledge us contributions during the year 
= to the amount of $350—the salary and boarding of a teacher—and wil . 
| da select one of swe& teachers or any competent person whom would oe 
) “Kh like to have as ¢aeig missionary-representative among the Precdaaee we ; 
| will send her out and give her a good field of labor, and she will be held 
as the missionary of the Sabbath school supporting her, and will write 
regularly to the Sabbath school. 

For $150 pledged—the salary of a teacher—we will seléct and send 


out some teacher who shall be regarded as the pore tra Se school 


and will correspond directly with ie 
For $50 pledged, we will put the th school in such correspond- 


ence with some Sabbath school teacher already on the ground as will 
ensure a lotter from the field for every quarterly Sabbath school con- 
cert. In cither case we will make the Superintendent and as many 


teachers as the amount raised will provide for, (at $80 each) life members 
of the Association. 

Our motive in presenting this plan for Solidi money is not mainly 
pecuniary. Great as will be the good accomplished by the money our 
Sabbath school friends can easily give us, we look for a greater good 
through the channel of sympathy we are opening between those who 
give and those who need. The Sabbath school that can have a known, 
personal representative on missionary ground—fhwig teacher and mis- 
sionary, within a few days’ mail communication—will find in that mis- 
sionary’s work new motives for the true self-sacrifice in giving. There 
will be something direct to talk about, and pray for, in that Sabbath 
school. The letters which will come from the field, from the teacher, 
and her pupils who have learned to thank and love and pray for the 
children who have remembered them, and the answers which we hope 
the letters will call forth from the children who contribute, and are 
praying for the poor and struggling children in the South, will do more 
good than the money. Surely here is a “mercy twice blessed.” 

52” We hope, however, that this Sunday school collection will not 
lessen the larger church contribution. 

The accompanying letter to the children may be of service in present- 
ing this subject to the Sabbath school. 


M. E, STRIEBY, 


GEO. WHIPPLE, 
Secs 
J. R, SHIPHERD, 


* 
‘eee A eee ee eee —_ 


WHAT LITTLE MINNIE WAS GOOD FOR. 


“Minnie was sitting on her papa’s lap begging for one more story. Her 
father promised another if she would answer him one question. Minme 
agreed, and this was the question: “Minnie, what are you good for?” 
Minnie was so small that she did not know what papa meant, so he 
explained. ‘“ You see that red wagon with the bright letters on the side. 
’ The man sitting on the driver's seat is an express man. He carries those 
‘boxes and trunks all about the town wherever people want them ; that is 
what he is good for. And that man over the way with a box of bricks 
on his shoulder is a hod-carrier; he is good to carry bricks. And that 
other man on the top of the house who takes the bricks and lays them up 
one above the other is a bricklayer; that is what he is good for. Now, 
Minnie, what are you good for?” She looked up in her father’s face 

with a sweet smile and said, “ Minnie is dood to teep papa from tying.” 
And so she was, the dear little thing, though she made him cry for joy 
by her love. And so is every child, and every body else, good for just 
that—to keep others from crying. That was Minnie’s mission, to wipe 


away: tears. So it is yours to wipe them away and to help take away 
everything that brings tears. 

"There are 800,000 colored children who have been slaves and have not 
yet learned to read. Almost all of them are very poor. They have no 
monéy to buy books and hire teachers, and there are no public schools 
for them. Unless we send them teachers they can’t have a school, and 
will grow up without knowing how to read the Bible, and will never 
have such a Sabbath school as you enjoy. Would you not like to help 
these poor children? Some of them have come to school barefooted, 
two, three, and four miles in the frost snow this winter. Sometimes 
they have come without their breakfast there was nothing to cat at 
home. You never saw children so eager to learn as many of them are. 

The American Missionary Association has sent out five hundred teach- 
ers and missionaries this year. We want to send more next year, and 
want the children to help us. And this is the way you can doit. There 
is perhaps, some good teacher in your school who would like to go and 
be your missionary. Tell us her name and all you know about her, and 
how much money you can raise for her. It will cost about $350 to pay 
her salary and boarding for one year. Perhaps the church will help you 
raise this amount so that you may send your teacher. If they cannot» 
perhaps we can find some other way. At any rate if you have a good 
teacher who loves children and knows how to teach them, and who wants 
to be your missionary to the colored children, we should like to hear 
from you about her. It is not necessary that you should raise al/ the 
moncy now, but that you tell us how much you can raise in the year, 

If you have no one you would like to send we can give you one, who 
shall be your missionary and write you a letter every month, if you will 
raise the salary $15 per month, for ten months. 

If this is more than you can raise, we will, for $50 sent to us, have one 
of the Sabbath School teachers among the Freedmen write you a letter 
for every quarterly concert or Sunday School missionary meeting. In 
one of these ways we want every Sabbath school and every scholar to 
have something to do in helping the 800,000 colored children to be wiser 
and better. In their long years of slavery there have been many, many 
tears shed by children and by their fathers and mothers. But slavery is 
dead and we are trying to wipe the tears and the tear-marks all away. 

Come, chileren, give us a hand ; this is what you are good for,—to help 
keep the little ones from crying. 

EDW’D P. SMITH, 
Genl. Field Agent. 


All letters of inquiry in relation to the qualifications and support of 


teachers should be addressed to Rev. and all remittances of 
funds to 
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THE FIGURES. 


Rooms of She American Missionary Association, 


29, LOMBARD BLOCE, 
Georce WHirP te, 


Micsagt E. Sracesr, } New pawn. Chicago, May 13, 18O8 


Jacos R. Suipnerp, Chicago. 


DEeEAR BROTHER: 


The near approach of the close of our schoo) year, which expires with the month 
of June, has led us to a summary review of our work, a few leading results of which 
we append for your information and encouragement. 

The statements following cover the work of the WesTERN DEPARTMENT only. 

The whole number of teachers commissioned at this office during the current 
echool year has been ninety-cight. Of these, eleven are ordained ministers; four 
Superintendents and special field agents, and nivety-two are employed in the school- 
room regularly. Thirty-five are gentlemen and sixty-three are ladies. They are 
located as below : 

In Michigan, Pe Sica c doves s caccecspist 15 

** Illinois, ** Mississippi, 
** Missouri, ** Alabama, 
** Kaneas, 


The monthly salaries of those Jaborers aggregate $1,845 ; the monthly cost of sub- 
sistence aggregates $2,225 ; incidental expenses fur echool-room furniture, fixtures, 
fuel during cold weather, especial relief, (casb,) etc., will average about $1,000 ; travel- 
ing expenses, exclusive of transportation orders, about $3,600 for the year, an average 
of $400 per month, making a total average monthly expense of $5,470, directly upon 
the Southern field. 

The total receipts at this office from Oct. Ist, 1867 to April 1st, 1868, were as 
follows: 

From friends in Western Department, $16,915.07 

From the Executive Committee at N. Y , 

From the Freedmen’s Bureau, 

From tuition of schools, 


Of this we invested in real estate held in fee simple by the A. M. A. 

and necessary to the prosecution of its work, 

leaving to apply on current monthly expenses, as given above 

an average per month of 3,576 79 
The average monthly expenses appearing as above to beapproximately 5,470.00 
The total income of the Department has fallen short of the cost of 

its field work at the rate per month of................ ce ccce cece eens 1,893.21 
An aggregate for the six months of 


More than one-half this margin is covered by gencrous concessions of teachers and 
missionaries, who provide in part the cost of their own support, and by other special 
provision. Receipts from tuition fall about $500 per month below the estimate upon 
which the year’s appropriations were made, and the $2,000 still lacking is the only 
margin which remains between the receipts expected from voluntary contributions 
and the aggregate realized. 


The expenses of the a adm oe and of collection, are fally met by 
special concessions and contributions outside of all private benevolence. Not only 
does every dollar contributed by churches and individual friends, whether through a 
collecting agent or otherwise, go directly to the front undiminished, but gains another on its 
way. s | 

THE DEFICIT. 


The prospective deficit is embarrassing. It was neéessary at the beginning of the 
year to plan for the year, and to base all plans upon estimates of probabilities. The 
falling off io receipts from tuition bas been due to thecontinued political and social 
disturbances which even more than heretofure have parglyzed most branches of indus- 
try. The South was never before so poor as to-day, 
poorest of its poor. | 

The relative stagnation of commercial affairs in the|North amply accounts for the 
missing $2,000 expected from the churches and from large-minded individuals. 


THE QUESTION. ; 


If this deficit, say of $6,000 on the first of July next, is provided for by borrowing, 
the appropriations for next year must be cut down suffi¢iently to secure the repayment 
of the loan within the year. As it is, we are leaving to sheer neglect three-fourths of 
the richest barvest that ever tempted a wise husbandman’s sickle. 

Is it hopiug too much to hope—is it asking too mugh to ask—of our brethren suffi- 
cient help within the next few weeks to meet all our é¢ngagements with missionaries 
and teachers promptly, without resorting to expedients which afford no permanent 
relief ? 

Are there not wise pastors who will summon theif wise brethren to open their 
hearts with yet more liberal devisings ? 


nd our dealings are with the 


A HINT. 


Wherever there are not insuperable objections, pastors contemplating a general 
collection, will find it greatly to their advantage to sequre the assistance of a special 
representative of our work, freshly advised of its special features and special methods. 
Our average cxperience is not only that the churches cantribute from two to ten times 
as generously after a fresh and full statement of the situgtion, but that they contribute 
the more cheerfully, and acquire an intelligent and JaBting interest in the work not 
otherwise to be secured. The hundred and more churches now régularly in correspon- 
dence, vach with a teacher at the front, to whose support they directly and generously 
contribute, would soon be but half the number thds satisfactorily related to this 
fascinating work, if a fresh and full statement of fuctg could be made from as many 
additional pu) pits. 
If there is one error more considerable than another, generally current among 
pastors, it is the notion that something is to be saved iby discarding a special agency. 
The money is saved to the pockets of the people, but it is by no means saved to the 
Society. We can show figures surprisingly convincing $f this view. But inasmuch as, 
as already indicated, all the collecting, executive apd incidental expenses of this 
Department are provided fur outside of private benevolence, the most cautious pastor 
need no longer hesitate lest his collection should be tithed. Every dollar shall reach 
the field intact, and shall gain another on its way. Twd dollars will teach a child to read. 
Will our brethren add even to the very great liberality with which they bave honored 
us heretofore ? ; 


On behalf of the Executive Committee, 


a R. SHIPHERD, 


Secrelary, 
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Rooms of Ghe American Missionary Association, 


Seeretaries : 29, LOMB BLOCK, 


+ ¢, May 15, 1808 


Georece WHIPPLE, . 
Micaagt E. Sratesy, } New York 
Jacos R. Surpserp, Chicago. 


DEAR BROTHER : ) 


The near approach of the close of our school year) which expires with the month 
of June, has led us to a summary review of our work, a few leading results of which 
we append for your information and encouragement. | 

The statements following cover the work of the WkstERN DEPARTMENT only. 

The whole number of teachers commissioned at this office during the current 
school year has been ninety-eight. Of these, cleved are ordained ministers; four 
Superintendents and special field agents, and ninety-two are employed in the school- 
room regularly. Thirty-five are gentlemen and sixty-three are ladies. They are 
located as below : | 

In Michigan, In Arkangas, 

** Tilinois, ** Mississippi, 
** Missouri, ** Alabania, 
** Kansas ** Texas.) 


The monthly salaries of these laborers aggregate $1,845 ; the monthly cost of sub- 
sistence aggregates $2,225 ; incidental expenses fur sehool-room furniture, fixtures, 
fuel during cold weather, epecial relief, (cash,) etc., will average about $1,000 ; travel- 
ing expenses, exclusive of transportation orders, about $3,600 for the year, an average 
of $400 per month, making a total average monthly efpense of $5,470, directly upon 
the Southern field. 

The total receipts at this office from Oct. lst, 1867 to April 1st, 1868, were as 
follows : 

From friends in Western Department,............ GB abone UWsvecces $16,915.07 

From the Executive Committee at N. Y.,.......... eds suueeecces 

From the Freedmen’s Bureau, 

| Pee ee eh hos oc ag 1,842.35 


PP CIEE bw ab cdcccccccs case abee Eaenal ES Sa $46,660.76 
Of this we invested in real estate held in fee simple by the A. M. A. 
and necessary to the prosecution of its work,...........s0.--00+- $25,200 00 - 
leaving to apply on current monthly expenses, ag given above,.... 
an average per month of.............ccesececceves Te paBhsteBecce coos 
The average monthly expenses appearing as above to be approximately 5,470.00- 
The total income of the Department has fallen short of the cost of 
its field work at the rate per month of............. ee en See 1,893.21 
An aggregate for the six months of............... ne Sao PE ee 11,359.26 


More than one-half this margin is covered by generous concessions of teachers and 
missionaries, who provide in part the cost of their owh support, and by other special 
provision. Receipts from tuition fall about $500 per month below the estimate upon 
which the year’s appropriations were made, and the $2,000 still lacking is the only 
margin which remains between the receipts expected from voluntary contributions 
and the aggregate realized. 
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The expenses of the executive administration, and of collection, are fully met by 
epecial concessions and contributions outside of all private benevolence. Not only 
does every dollar contributed by churches and individual friends, whether through a 
collecting agent or otherwise, go directly to the front undiminished, but gains another on its 
way. 

THE. DEFICIT. 

The prospective deficit is embarrassing. It was necessary at the beginning of the 
year to plan for the year, and to base all plans upon estimates of probabilities. The 
falling off ia receipts from tuition has been due to the continued political and social 
disturbances which even more than heretofore have paralyzed most branches of indus- 
try. The South was never before so poor as to-day, and our dealings are with the 
poorest of its poor. 

The relative stagnation of commercial affairs in the North amply accounts for the 
missing $2,000 expected from the churches and from large-minded individuals. 


THE QUESTION. 


If this deficit, say of $6,000 on the first of July next, is provided for by borrowing, 
the appropriations for next year must be cut down sufficiently to secure the repayment 
of the loan within the year. As it is, we are leaving to sheer neglect three-fourths of 
the richest harvest that ever tempted a wise husbandman’s sickle. 

Is it hoping too much to hope—is it asking too much to ask—of our brethren suffi- 
cient help within the next few weeks to meet all our engagements with missionaries 
and teachers promptly, without resorting to expedients which afford no permanent 
relief ? 

Are there not wise pastors who will summon their wise brethren to open their 
hearts with yet more liberal devisings ? 


A HINT. 


‘Wherever there are not insuperable objections, pastors contemplating a general 
collection, will find it greatly to their advantage to secure the assistance of a special 
representative of our work, freshly advised of its special features and special methods. 
Our average experience is not only that the churches contribute from two to ten times 
as generously after a fresh and full statement of the situation, but that they contribute 
the more cheerfully, and acquire an intelligent and lasting interest in the work not 
otherwise to be :ecured. The hundred and more churches now regularly in correspon- 
dence, each with a teacher at the front, to whose support they directly and generously 
contribute, would soon be but half the number thus satisfactorily related to this 
fascinating work, if a fresh and full statement of facts could be made from.as many 
additional pul pits. 


If there is one error more considerable than another, generally current among 
pastors, it is the notion that something is to be saved by discarding a special agency. 
The moncy is saved to the pockets of the people, but it is by no means saved to the 
Society. Wecan show figures surprisingly convincing of this view. But inasmuch as, 
as already indicated, all the collecting, executive and incidental expenses of this 
Department are provided for outside of private benevolence, the most cauiious pastor 
need no longer hesitate lest his. collection should be tithed. Every dollar shall reach 
the field intact, and shall gain another ou its way. Two dollars will teach a child to read, 
Will our brethren add even to the very great liberality with which they have honored 
us heretofore ? 

On behalf of the Exccative Committee, 


- JACOB R. SHIPHERD, 
Secrelary. 
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| North-Western Office, 15 Lombard Block. 
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Rev. JOS. P. THOMPSON, D. D., N. Y¥. 
WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON, Bosros 
UHARLES G. HAMMOND 
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American Freedmans Union Commission. 


North-Western Office, 75 Lombard Block. 
OfRcers. 


Ourer-Joerros 8S. P. CHASE, Paxstoerr. 

Rev. JOS. P. THOMPSON, D. D., N. Y. Vice 
WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISUN, Bosron. 

UHARLES G. HAMMOND, Curoaco. Presidents. 
Rev. a! ABBOTT, Ges. Sec'r. Ls Vesey St., 


meng Re 
New York. Rev. ROBERT PATTERSON, 


J. MILLER McKIM, Cor. Secuerary. 
QRORGE OABOT WARD, TeeasvuRer. 


OI8 G. SHAW, On. Ex. Com. 
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From the Chicago 
Sunpay Scnoo.t Boo 


Hovuse.—We take great 
pleasure in directing the~ttention of our readers who 
are either directly or indiragtly. engaged in the great Sun- 
day School work, to the egfa of Tomitnsow Brotuers, 
No. 86 Lake Street, opmosite the Tremont House. 
This firm are, we believed #HE ONLY EXCLUSIVE DEAL- 
ers IN Sunpay ScHoot HOOKS AND PuBLICATIONS IN 
tHe City. Established.@e@ as far back as 1855, they 
must necessarily be con ot with the wants of this 
branch of the Book trade - ut better still, having en- 
joyed a practical experiesbe in the Sabbath School 
room, filling by turns all various offices in the gift 
of the Sabbath School, ( this being true of all the 
members of the firm,) andgith a hand and heart still 
in the work, it follows th ley are much better pre- 
pared to anticipate, and, aigghings being equal, supply 
the wants of the school,| than those who have not 
availed themselves of thi® pfivilege, nor gained the 
knowledge which can aloge be acquired in the work. 
This firm pay cash for thar Books, buy very targely, 
and are thereby enabled t sell at publishers’ lowest 
prices. We advise parties ,in need of such Books, and 
Sabbath Schools wishing either to renew old or form 
new libraries, to send to this house for catalogue and 
particulars, or, what is r still, give them a call 
when in the city, and we assured that we will be 
sustained in all we say of this excellent firm. 
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On or about January \5tn, 1869, we shall remave to the Young Men's Crristian ' 
Association Building, Store Nos. 148 and 150 Madison Street. 
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